Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 STATE 092301 
63 

ORIGIN COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO EB-07 EA-06 /023 R 

DRAFTED BY COM/BIC/OED/MEPDAVHAIMES/CF 
APPROVED BY F.B/OC A/RF.P/T .ART TEFORTH 
COM/BIC/OED/MEPD/CATKINS 
COM/BIC/OED/MEPD/MWELLS, DEP. DIR. 
COM/BIC/OIM/IINFO) 
NEA/PAB/ASCHIFFERDECKER 

126273 

O 222129Z APR 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KABUL IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 09230 1 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, AF 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS: TEXTILE FACTORIES AND 
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1. WE HAVE PASSED SUBSTANCE REFTEL TO TURNER 
CONSTRUCTION AND ARE AWAITING RESPONSE. KUPFER 

IS OUT OF COUNTRY UNTIL WEDNESDAY, THEREFORE UNLIKELY 
WE CAN GET ANSWER UNTIL THEN. UNDERSTAND THAT PROJECTS 
PRIMARILY BEING HANDLED OUT OF HONG KONG OFFICE, SO 
ANSWER FROM HONG KONG MAY BE MORE EXPEDIENT. 

2. COMPANY REP INDICATED TURNER IS PRINCIPALLY 
INTERESTED IN TEXTILE MILLS. ALTHOUGH IN RECENT 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH TOUFIQI THEY STATED INTEREST 
IN CEMENT AS WELL. COMPANY TAKEN BY SURPRISE AT 
SUDDEN REQUEST FOR COST ESTIMATES. AT NO TIME HAS 
REFERENCE BEEN MADE TO COST OF TURNER BID ON CEMENT 
PLANT IN TURNER DEALINGS WITH AFGHANS. IN FACT, 
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PERMIT COMPANY TO GIVE EVEN BALL PARK ESTIMATE. WE 
DID EXPLAIN SERIES OF ENENTS WHICH PROMPTED SUDDEN 
NECESSITY FOR BIDS ON ALL PROJECTS. 

3. REGRET WE CANNOT BETTER RESPOND TO URGENT REQUEST 
FROM TOUFIQI ON CEMENT PLANT. HOWEVER, HOPE EMBASSY 
AND TOUFIQI CAN APPRECIATE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING 
RATHER DIFFICULT. IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE. TASK GIVEN 
COMMUNICATION LAGS. AVAILABILITY OF INDUSTRY 
PERSONNEL AND RATHER UNORTHODOX HANDLING OF THESE 
PROJECTS BY GOA. 

4. WE APPRECIATE ATTENTION EMBASSY HAS GIVEN TO 
THESE PROJECTS. WE HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT EMBASSY'S 
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH TOUFIQI WILL HAVE POSITIVE 
IMPACT ON FINAL OUTCOME OF CONTRACT AWARDS, DESPITE 
LAST FEW HECTIC DAYS. 

5. FYI - WE AGREE WITH EMBASSY THAT AMATEX HAS 
BEST CHANCE ON TEXTILE FACTORIES. ALSO, SINCE 
AMATEX CHARTER REQUIRES THAT ALL EQUIPMENT COME 
FROM U.S., EXPORT VALUE PROBABLY MUCH HIGHER THAN 
TURNER OFFER, WHICH INCORPORATES AT LEAST SOME 
PROCUREMENT FROM HONG KONG. 
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